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HIGH LIGHTS 


THIS SEASON 


Like a man in the fullness of his days,_inwardly 
resigned and outwardly at peace, the year that a little ago 
was in its prime is now far advanced in age<, Once again it 
is December; there is a chill in the air, the last leaves 
have fallen, and the first snow. Yet this month, while the 
last, is never the least of the year, for though it is not 
so fair as April nor so bright as June, it is of all the 
months the most unharried, the mos,t serene. All nature here 
seems dozing like one that is nodding in his chair beside 
the fading embers of a dying fire. The heat of the teeming 
summer is spent, the fever of growing life abated, and now 
while the sleep-inducing-nights .are at their, longest and 
the arousing sunlight at its farthest ebb, the fields lie 
fallow and quiet where the•perennial,^ssds are sown, where 
the small seedling stands dormant under the hedge and the 
great tree naked against the sky, ejcpectantl.y and assuredly 
awaiting another spring. 


This air of a naturally renewing hope and a strong 
well-being so peculiar to December is nothing confined; in 
a little it becomes in the child an infectious mood, peren¬ 
nial too, that soon takes hold upon us all as into the 
round of the seasons steps the season of Christmas, those 
holidays above all that belong to childhood, that are made 
holy and are dedicated to the memory of the Child, It is 
easy to see then how spiritual values, long in abeyance, 
may be quickened and enhanced; a vision of the lighted tree 
or of the glow of soft lamplight upon the snow, the magical 
chiming of bells across the winter night, and they are very 
quickly brought from their slumber. These emotions, how¬ 
ever, while they reach the elders, never reach the child. 
How should it feel anything of their complex and abstract 
mystery? Staunch in its own concrete,, simple concepts and 
its clear and utter trust which are strong and unwavering 
as those of angels, it sees nothing at all of a greater and 
warmer mystery in the realization of its own imaginat ve 
world and of fairyland for a time come true* 


We who have long outgrown the tender years know by 
hard experience that there is no Santa Claus; ° 

children, as in the days of good King Wenceslaus, 
season St. Nicholas surely walks the earth again, 
in the spirit but in the flesh. We who are long disillus¬ 
ioned shall find our joy here in their happiness, as th 
true fervor of religious thought, and seek never an occas¬ 
ion to trouble their belief until time alone may trouble 
it. nor once disturb their deep and abiding faitn. 

T,. W. 
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GUILD MEETINGS 


The next meeting of the Guild, as in several pre¬ 
ceding years, will be the usual Christmas Party which will 
be held on Friday evening, December 13» at oj 30 p.m., at 
the Old Brick Oven, 28 Windsor Lane. Everyone attending is 
asked to bring some small wrapped gift for the Christmas 
tree as a part of the festivities. To the one bringing the 
most unique gift, in the opinion of the judges, a prize is 
to be awarded. In addition to the party, there will be a 
musical program. 

The November meeting. Intended to be one of old- 
fashioned flavor, consisted of the reading by Mr. Matthew 
Biller of some of his recent verse, and of a song oy 

the Quartet'of the Four Hoarse Men of San Gabriel, a bar¬ 
bershop quartet, one of a nation-wide organization known as 
The Society for the Preservation and Encouragement of 
bershop Singing in America. Everyone present 
enjoy the program. The one fault to be found with the quar¬ 
tet was that the singers had no time to sing songs, 

Mr. Biller* who was to have read some of his ballads, chose 
to read some of his serious verse instead. 


EDWARD ZOLTAN by Philip Freuhdi New York: The Beeohhurst 
Press, 256 pp. ^ 2*50 


Morality as reflected and revealed in art is the 
theme of Philip Freund’s latest addition 

Zoltan saga. The story, whose action takes place in N ^ 
York City of the early 1930's, is told ^ 

usual sparkle and charming sophistication; ® 

the principals, the characters seldom come alive, possiDiy 
because the author is less Interested 
theories of art. Unless the reader 
earlier volumes of the saga, some of 
hardly be seen or placed, 

Edward Zoltan is a wealthy man, close 

a sweet and even disposition, a most 

effeminate, who has never to do with 

unmtural attitude toward everything that has to d 


in them than in his 
is familiar with the 
the characters can 
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HIGH LIGHTS 


sex. After the marriage of his sister, Margaret, left alone 
to rattle around in a mansion with his self-centered father 
who is on the eve of taking a second and very young wife to 
his old age, Edward is at loose ends until advised hy some 
of his friends to take up the patronage of art in a serious 
way. As a self-constituted esthetic observer, therefore, he 
takes all forms of art to be his province and his study. 

What is it that he expects of art and of artists? 
Bruno-Saul; an author, Anatol Geza, a violinist, and Will 
Augustus, a painter, teach him much; but it is Kitty John¬ 
son, American ballerina, who teaches him moat, and it is by 
no means altogether what“he had thought to find. Bruno Saul 
la, by his“own admission, an evil genius -who puts himself 
into his books;'Edward can see nothing of this until it is 
pointed out to him, Anatol Geza la a rake and a hellion who 
must play in satanio mood, but to Edward he plays like an 
angel. Will Augustus la a painter with a black soul who 
needs'mUst empurple his canvas, but to Edward there are no 
unwonted shadows to be‘seen. As'for Kitty, she dances most 
divinely and'becomes an .eye opener only by blunt and heroic 
action. 

Can there really be such a thing as moral or im¬ 
moral art? It .used to be that every work'of art was thought 
'of necessity . to .point a moral or & lesson, good or bad, but 
we have Outgrown all that. Art will certainly 'reflect -and 
reveal the morality dr'immorality of the ar'bisti Indeed, it 
cannot help but do so. Yet nothing of all this can be seen 
unless it is also in the observer himself. Bruno Saul may 
be all that he boasts he is, but unless the observer is 
very like him he will scarcely see it in the figments that 
Saul creates; Anatol Geza may be all that he is in his 
but unless the observer is the same sort of fellow he will 
never know it. There are merely good art and bad art, each 
of which la always and everywhere identical; while our code 
of morals varies from period to period, ' from generation to 
generation, and is never anywhere the same. 

Art is good when it is true, when it reflects iii® 
as a -whole, . and when it strives 'to show forth a vision oi 
nature, not ‘simply as it is bUt as we think lt*ought to be. 
For man is always in search' of the perfect, the ideal, Du 
nature is always imperfect, full of faults, 
hold a mirror to .nature? We can always look there 

hand, art holds the mirror to the ideal, let it -be of good 

or of evil. What has morality to do with these matters^ 
though the artist himself may be as moral, immoral, or as 

amoral as the standard of his day may Judge - and he very 

generally is. 


L. B. W, 
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